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is fearful lest its main object may be effectually to blockade Hong
Kong. I think he really fears the possibility that the Japanese Navy
will intentionally provoke war with England. At any rate, we now
know that the animus of the Navy has definitely turned from the
United States towards Great Britain and we also know that the Navy
hates to have the Army steal the whole show and is chafing for action.
Pabst is equally worried that this new fleet may have designs along
the lines of the " southward advance," involving the Dutch East
Indies. And both he and Craigie are worried about the possibility
of another February 26 incident and think it may be possible.
But what, we ask ourselves, can the military elements and the
chauvinists be grousing about ? Certainly it looks as if the Army and
Navy were having their way, with very little interference on the part
of the Government or the Old Guard elements. Saionji, Makino,
Yuasa, and Matsudaira don't seem to come into the picture at all
nowadays. What would be the use of further assassinations ? But
the Japanese military and chauvinists, with their samurai traditions
and swashbuckling ideas, are always an unpredictable element in the
political arena here. Almost anything can happen.
HIROTA ACCUSES AMERICA OF INITIATING AN
ANTI-JAPANESE FRONT
November 16, 1937
Hirota's talk with me was along the following lines : according to
reports received from Brussels it appears that the draft final resolution
contemplates united action against Japan ; the Minister has seen
only the original draft and doesn't know if it was passed without
alteration or amendment, but if it does call for united action he fears
that a very unfortunate effect on Japanese public opinion will be
created ; " united action 3S would appear to imply some sort of
sanctions, such as an economic boycott, and far from helping to stop
the hostilities, such action would merely encourage the Chinese and
would result in indefinitely prolonging them. According to informa-
tion received through the diplomatic representative of " a certain
power," the United States not only took the initiative in proposing
the Brussels Conference but is also taking the active leadership
there.
Hirota said that these rumours were sure to appear soon in the
Japanese press and that they would have a very unfortunate effect
Hitherto the Japanese public have felt that the country foremost in
developing a solid front against Japan was Great Britain, but if the
press were now to report that the leadership at Brussels was being
taken by the United States, the onus would be largely shifted to
American shoulders. As the Minister had often told me, good rela-
tions with the United States were his fundamental policy, and he
greatly " feared " the results of the possible developments which he had
described. Up to recently the Japanese felt that America was the

